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BLANCHE FINLAY

Carol Levis Gold Award

Stage and Television Club Acts of
the Year Award

Top vocalist — Cabaret Act of the Year
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Opportunicy Knocks

Opportunity Knokkes — European Contest



| ALL IS safely gathered in. Office and shop workers liaison officer for British Telecom; Walter Gillam,
' in Crouch End celebrated Harvest Festival during deputy borough valuer and estate surveyor; Keith
. their lunch hour in response to an invitation by the Miller, branch manager of the Trustee Savings

Rev. John Townsend, Vicar of Christ Church, Bank; and Keith Welton, borough heating and elec-
Crouch End Hill. ‘ ' . trical engineer.

He is seen (left) greeting his congregation and '
welcoming personally Blanche Finlay-Stafford, The address was given by the Vicar. Displays in
project manager of Hornsey Action Line, the com- the church were arranged by British Telecom and
munity workers’ branch of the YMCA. - by Haringey’s parks and valuers’ departments.

Readings were given by Dave Gatting, customer - 5 Picture: Joe Woodward
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BLANCHE FINLAY AND THE PROPHETS
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WHEI\‘IV coloured
cabaret singer
Blanche Finlay appears
at an Ashton-under-
Lyne  nightspot on
Saturday it will be her
last gig. Oxford calls
her e =
She faces two years

- there at Ruskin College

- as a student, working

for ~ the university’s

Special ~ diploma in

social studies.
It's really a three-year
course. But, as Miss Finlay,

~-a—35year-old mother of

S

eight, says: “ When you're
an adult you know you
can’'t waste time.”

She is already a husy
woman—a member of Man-
chester Council for Com-
munity . Relations and the
Co-ordinating  Committee
for the West Indies, and
ex-secretary of the city’s
branch of Equity and its
bresent representative on
Manchester and  Salford
Trades Council, ;

Her husband and sister
will Took after the children
at her home in Windsor

Oing t O
university

Road, Prestwich, during
the 33 weeks in the year
she will be up at Oxford.
But she hopes to do her
summer field work on the
course from John Dalton
College, Manchester, and
will  keep on all  her
committee-woman interests
during the holidays, :
She hopes to specialise
in helping adolescents and

mothers of young children, -
There aren’t enough -
coloured social  workers,” | |

she says:
He was upset
SHOW};)IZ snippets . . .,

Eric Morecambe on the -

bermissive  society: «j
don’t like it ang T was
upset when we got rid of
the censor, I don’t want my
Son to see sex on the screen
S0 we don’t go to the
Pictures any more.”

Dickiec Henderson on
young people : “It’s sad
that the public don’t read

more about the good that -

youth does. The marches
for Oxfam or the Spastics
and all those youngsters
who help old beople.”




T S

s Appearances on:-
Granada T.V.
Thames T.V.
B.B.C. Music to Midnight
B.B.C. Overseas Programme
Belgian Radio
Radio Jamaica
Manx Radio
Plymouth Sound
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BLACK WOMEN

Unemploved People / Managing People

I have worked for the YMCA and MSC (London) to develop community centres and to
manage a successful retraining skills workshop "Actionline”™. This project was assisted by
Livewire and returned many people to pald work or further education. T recruited, selected
and delegated skilled professionals to deliver an excellent service.

IN LOCAL AUTHORITY

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 1585-1588 AND ANNUAL BEPORT 89,90

1.1 Black Women in Leeal Authority Group

1.1.4 The Black Women in LA Group wesz formed in November 1985.

1.1.B Since ils formation the Group has pleyed

Research : Community Care

=

leading role in the areas
Elack Women in 1A, Manchester City Council policy.
ck Women.
n the workplace. Policy - Harassment
As chair of NALGO Black Members, manager of the Black Women in Local Authority and
= Women's Officer, we researched the extent of harassment/discrimination. This was reinforced

I have researched job segrepation and the professions we employ and in 1992 produced a
major research document ("The Effective Management of Informal Carers”) on the 1990 NHS
and Community Care Act. My recommendations are now being implemented as part of

by a MORI poll in 1993, As a result, Manchester City Council now has a harassment policy

d Policing

Women's Preventative Health Care - MACHEM

%, 1087, 1988 and 1989.

e representation of Black

rti¢s who meet in their own “’e.;_’j;,rr

city Council peolicies and ‘
T T

th April, 1987 at the

g Uity Council. Thiz wss one

icus projects and drew R = v

mbership. In additiom therse
ah Gallaway, from the Kings
'e oppresaion =nd the

Unit

As the officer respensible for women and workplace health and the health of black people, I
harve played a lead role in ensuring improved welfare facilities, cancer screening in paid work
time and policies to develop black health needs (MACHEM)

Black members win NEC role %

* by May Holmas

BLACK memberas’ quest for
direct representation emn
UNISON's NEC is to be
backed by NALGO following
the success of a motion on
retaining a deoade of sxperi-
ence of Llaek tzembery” self.
orgenisation.

The moticn fastructed the
NEC to draw up rule chan®y
that provide §r direct pepro-
santation on the UNISON
NEC.

Blapchwe Finlay-Siafford of
the national black members
commitios said that NALGO
wes & Mémber-led union and
thet it wes clear that on this
issue members disagreed with
the NEC.

“The NEC has tried to tuock
the progross of black members
and we are asking you o set
up appropriate structures s
thet Elrk mowabers can be
L

“We don’t want you to tell
us what is nesded. We ars

level three

equal members of MALGD but
wa are continually margin-
alitnd and if to put that right
we have to change the rules of
the umion, then lét's change
them =

Rits Conaghy ssid that e
NEC waz fuliy in support of
the bulk of the metion.

“The final report and the
UMISUN role sock provids
i me organisation and the
work of the black members
group will contimue inm
UNISON =




e Finlay — appearing aft the Swansea Jazz Society.

session in the Liberal Club on Tuesday night.

with Thc Daintees at Upiversity

ool Svuaasca, on. smmag
5 Oczobe? '.
The gig is part of a nation-

wide concert tour coinciding
with the release of Pilkington’s
two Aista singles. In the Town

of Forgotten Talent and Listen-.

ing Land.
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,‘ don’{
expect any catgut torture as he

isavery accomplished musician

and uses the instrument to great

cffect in his stage act.
Pilkington’s act has been

described as ‘a combination of

Gl WICUENL, SMAlIgGL S o
performer with very clear views
‘on society toda

“My last smgle, Listening
Land, was all about what
people see and hear and the
reascn why people do things
like argue,”” he said

“They argue bccausc they

Now a city date for festival

success Blanche

IN August of this year
Blanche Finlay made a
surprise guest vocalist
appearance with the
Speakeasy Jazz Band at
the Brecon Jazz Festival
and was an instant cap-

Jazz

by David

tivating success in front

of thousands, of jazz
enthusiasts with a voice
and enthusiasm that

knocked everyone out.

This coming Tuesday night,
she has been booked by the
Swansea Jazz Society for their
regular weekly session in the
Liberal Club and the indica-
tions are that it should be quite
some evening.

Blanche, who comes from a
musical family, started singing

- jazzina big band in 1956 and at,
~ aconcert in Preston was invited:
by the Jackson Bradshaw tradiss .
tional jazz band to join them, g,
which she did. Through them

she was introduced to the music
of Bessie Smith and othcrs, and'
they went on to win m&ny
musical trophies.

After eight successful years
with them, she decided on @
solo cabaret career, which led

her to the West End and broad-

casting work. this was to be’

followed by a more steady job
in local government, but in 1973
ghe was leading her own group
‘ﬂ:c Prophets.

¢ In 1978 while doing a summer
season at Pendine, she met up
with the Memphis Seven and
‘went on with them to make

-gcaranoes at the Welsh Jazz
ti

val
“Bill Nicholes will be guesting
vmh the Speakeasy Jazz Band

on piano in their accompanymg
«xole on Tuesday.

Women

On the same evening, Jen
Wilson will be giving a video/
lecture on the history of women
in jazz entitled Blues Women at

~ the Coach House, Wind Street. &
(in the cellar) starting early at S8

7.30 p.m. There is no admission

‘charge and anyone interested in

learning more about women’s
influence on the jazz scene
should try to attend it.

That marvellous modern
tenor  saxophonist, Dick
Morrissey, brings along his new
quartet to Munday’s Cellar Bar
this coming Monday night.

His previous fruitful partner-
ship with Jim Mullen has now
ceased and currently he is
leading John Burch (piano),
Tony Archer (bass) and Jim

. Hall (drums), who are all

experienced  London - based
‘musicians,

This group is playing what
Dick describes as his first love,
the standard mainstream
repertoire.

Finally, look out for the new
jazz newspaper Jazz in Wales,

. which is available free at local
outlets, including the Swansea

Information . Centre. = The

‘What’s On Diary section is
essential reading for anyone
wishing to keep tabs on the
South Wales live jazz scene.

in
his ks
the g
age -
const
‘home
entir(
peop’

A
an er
is M
well ¢
a tick

Sti.
Giee
guita
visit
Thur
Brito

®
Quiz
up of
Brotl
Marl
vocal

postc:
Modc
Even:
Swan'

®

stilted.

Considering  Shakespeare
wrote great chunks of dialogue,
intended to be spouted from the
stage at no-one in parvicuiaz, 1
suppose there is litle you can
do with half a dozen dozy-
lookmg Thanes when the ng(
is rattling off a speech. L

For me, John David was

‘you're going to have to get used
1o fits of fidgeting : and unums:ly‘ ‘

giggling.

with the ammur, chuin nmi and
plebian rags.

And, finally, bear in mind
that whepever you have large
groups of schoolchildren press
ganged inio attendance, who
rggafd Shakespeare as a chore;

By David Griffiths

THE Swansea Jazz Society was
really jumping last night when
Blanche Finlay came, sang and
definitely  conquered = her
audience. If sheer effervescent
enthusiasm were the order of
the evening, then Blanche,
accompanied by the Speakeasy
Juzz Band, would win quite
easily, but this extremely fine
vocalist also has another side to
her talents — a touch of class.

This was demonstrated
admirably during her restrained
poignant performances of The

Nearness of You and Misty

whea she was accompanied
most sympathetically by pianist
Bill Micholes. who had been
invited to join the bdﬂd for this
occasion,

For the rest of the
evening, the tight, not over-
claborate sound of the band,
with Gwyn Lewis playing his
usual fiery “hot” cornet and
Mark Tattersall’s ever tasteful
trombone work, did a very
good job in accompanying her.

lhe most popular number

Sassy, , classy
Blanche"

DYNAMIC Blanche Finlay at
the Swansea Jazz Society am

night.
Picture: John Corbett

had to be the real lively Bill
Bailey who, if he had been
around, woutd have been back
home immediately. Both
Georgia on My Mind and St.
James'’s Infirmary were equally
spell-binding in their quality.

Altogether it was an out-
standing musical night at the
SIS headquarters in the Liberal
Cilub and hopefully, future
sessions there this winter will be
as swinging as this one was.







[image: Chattanooga musicians discuss legacy of Bessie Smith | Chattanooga Times  Free Press]
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THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK
o Strivings ol the Negro People
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Female,
& Euvuropean?

The Single European Act has put
millions of women out of work. Blanch
Finlay-Stafford urges trade unions to
fight to improve black women’s rights in
Britain and throughout Europe. "

I women , particularly black
women, to force the UK
Government to change its policies on
employment and race, and make a
better investment in women in terms,
of training and also to use the pool of
professional women returning to work
(black and white),
As president of Europe for 6 months,
John Major was not concerned with
encouraging progressive race laws,
but more with controlling race.
In Europe 16 million black people (of
colour) cannot vote, still have no
tights and no citizenship and remain
stateless and fenced in, in ‘Fortress
Europe’. More than 50% of these
‘stateless’ people are black women
‘Trade unions in the UK must network
and develop programmes for women
with our Europe
this situation.

Iappeal to all unions on behalf of

allies to ¢

Because the UK has the Race Relations
Act 1976, when John Major took over
the presidency of Europe in July 1992;
some people believed that he would
have the courage to influence Europe
10 develop race legislation. However,
the Tories and other European state
erything possible to rid
it they term as
and the UK has led
the way to pass racist legislation.
While (white) women in other
European states enjoyed the benefits
of good employment conditions, the
benefits of the Social Charter and
employment training funded by the
GEC for the Third Action Programme
(g the New Opportunities for
Women Initiatives); the UK took a
retrograde step. Britain has not
apitalised on the opportunity to train
women in new technology and
European languages. Instead it has

abolished the wages council to keep
women in low paid jobs and poverty
The Tory Government has done
everything possible to ensure that
‘majority of women remain in poverty
during the period of the EEC
presidency, the Government passed
legislation to destroy women’s carcers
and break up their families and took
away rights which had been won and
implemented legislation to suppress
people and trade unions. For example:
B The Child Support Act and
harassment of mothers to name absent
fathers or lose their benefits;

B The abolishment of the Wages
Council;

B The successful first reading in the
House of Commons of the racist
Asylum Bill;

B The Council Tax.

itive action has been taken for
k women—many of are
sole bread winners, and highly skilled
but because they have family
responsibilities many have had to take
career breaks

Gillian Shepherd, Employment
Secretary, is master minding new
horizons for women, but the
exhibitions and conferences do not
reach groups of black and working
class women. Indeed there is no
mention at all of any programme for
working class and black women in any
of the literature or on the videos.
UNISON must address this omission
and challenge Mrs Shepherd

All efforts have been placed on
ensuring safc passage for the Asylum
Bill. It is to their credit that the Lords
have condemned this “vicious bill’
However, the Government is
determined to keep out unwanted
black people and to institute control

9

£
£

Pioto by Andrew Wiard

e

checks and Fortress Europe here in
Britain. The Trade Union Congress
significant leap in calling a
black Members’ Conference. This
umbrella organisation and a new.
powerful union,UNISON, must make
sure that this government respond to
the demands of the multi-racial
population

Few people know that visiting black
people are confined to jails then
deported without setting foot on
British soil. Our black politicians must
join Diane Abbott and speak out.

‘This Asylum Bill will get rid of all idcas
of equality or social justice for all
people. It will create two different sets
of rules and segregate black people for
the harsh treatment of police searches,
finger-printing, carrier liability,
employers vetting, increased use of
detention, restricting the right of
asylum seekers and their dependants
10 housing, denial of the right of
appeal and an increase in the numbers
of Tum seekers who will be sent
back to the first country from which
they have fled, even when this
endangers their lives,

Europe is meant to create freedom for
all, but the UK Government is
determined to ensure that if a black
person is refused entry to one state,
then they cannot enter any other
country and therefore become a

statcless person. We cannot allow this
to happen. Everyone with any feclings
of mercy must stand firm and resist
We as trade unionists must take the
lead and urge our MPs to vote for the
withdrawal of this inhuman legislation.

Europe is a reality and should herald
equality for all, not racism and the
creation of another South Africa here
in Britain.

Blanghe FnlayStaffond
Anger as black women feel ignored

from page one  (NGRLSGD WEWS {“”Em

fraue and by doing that we
have ne othier choleo bul to
voba far this motion.

“We npeed to denl with
racism hers in MALGO 5o
that we can continte inta
TINISOM "

Avlin Davies (NEC) gald °T
wanl e make clear that 1
aecnpt that racial dnsults
cayze paln and even il that is
unintenlional then that is
cxpcthy thi same pain and ne
cna haa the right to teil you it
is mot real. Bul te use ether

peopla's pain is be oxplels
them, and there was o lot &f
that nt the wosen's eonferd
ence,"”

Bpeaking ogainst the main
motion, Chrig Marks from
Bristol Tranch, said he had
two reasons For opposing the
mobion, end of which wos pet-
annpl beopusa it involved his
partner = o former eo-ahade of
the wemen's commitbes —
Teing mocusesd ol roclany

The motion was loal by
TR0 15T votes b 370 A200

Setting The Black
European Agenda

R ¢

ANNUAL REPORT
1993/94

BLACK WOMEN

IN LOCAL AUTHORITY

PRESENTS

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY
FRIDAY 8th MARCH 1991

3015 Industry Room
PROGRAMME

9.30...Tea & Coffee

10.00...Blanche Finlay....Introduction & Presenter

SPEAKER

Audrey Hal nvestigative Journalist/Underwriter
Sunset Radio

Rhonda Finlayson..Tenant Liason Officer/Careers Officer

Fadima Zubairu.....Senior Careers Officer

Rena Wood.........Immigration & Deportation

Janet Bailey.........City Planning Issues

Rohina Ghafoor.. .Community Development

12.00-1.00...........Lunch

2.00.. .BLANCHE FINLAY

, IN
Nadia234 4530

Rina 2343257 . CONCERT (JAZZ)

Blanche 2343212

ALL WOMEN WELCOME. Ui i
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Newssheet of black members of NALGO

The West Indian Organisations’ e lop AR

Co-ordinating Committees e

achenen The Asylum Bi

Oiﬁi Rl viedn el B e COMMENT
e e . o

not mentioned is that there has been

20 coresponding ncrcie i End of an Era

1993 15 an bistoric year for
NALGO.

In 1988 the
People full relugee stues 1,3 The passing of NALGO and the

emengence of UNISON provides
an opportunity for black:
members to ook back as well as
Jorucard.

J ction at al leves of el
union have transformed NALGO,
and wndoubledly willbe felt in
UNISON. Black workers in
COHSE, NALGO and NUPE bave
ensured that selforeanisation is
written into the rules and.
constitution of UNISON and will

befe

ot the rest of the world
n risc i allarcas. In 1988
there were 1,564 applications from

swamped by b es whose
only intention was 1o scrounge off the
stte, for the purpose of the

From Asia there we

ons in 1988 incre

5 by 1991. And from Burope

there were 479 applcations in 1988

ising (0 3,615,

DELAYS IN DECISION MAKING

Considerable delays in reachin

decisions have added to the uncertain,—hand
uture faced by /

families. In 1990 the Home Office

processed 4,000 cases, and 1700 in

1991 A drop of about 1500

compared 10 1989.

10 be united, and need 1o think
and act strategically, to secure:
ton at alllevels

NISON;
Continued on page 2

NALGO

MANCHESTER
BRANCH

BLACK MEMBERS GROUP

Contimued on page 4

MEETINGS

-Windrush in Manchester cnreheldonme2ndv\;V:]nEesdoyofThenwonTh

Committee Room 4 Town Hall Manchester
(ing confact persons to confirm venue)

TIME
2 -4pm

MEMBERSHIP
All black memibers of Nalgo

CONTACTS
CHAIR:- Blanche Finlay-Stafford Tel: 061-234 3212

Civic Gala Presentation Souvenir Brochure

Manchester Town Hall 6th November 1998 SECRETARY:Shceiu ey ileliosis i

OTHER CONTACT
Chair of NBM.C.C. - Kursad Kahramanoglu
Tel: 061-234 3226 or 061-834 6564
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Blanche Finlay’s
Stage Gowns
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